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the completion of the barracks. He foresaw that money must
be borrowed for carrying into effect the general schemes of
canals and state railways, whereby the annual charges for
interest defrayable from ordinary revenues would be much
augmented. He therefore anticipated with regret the cessation
of the income-tax, and would gladly have on its expiry renewed
it for another term. His colleagues were, however, opposed to
the renewal, and under the circumstances he found himself
unable to insist upon it. He then assented to a proposal of
Sir Charles Trevelyan in 1865 for imposing duties on certain
articles exported from India. Though doubtless aware of the
objections that would be raised against such duties, he yielded
to the argument that the articles to be thus taxed, jute,
wool, tea, coffee, were well able to bear the impost. When the
duties were imposed by him, the measure aroused opposition and
was disallowed by the Secretary of State, Thus his Govern-
ment was deprived of a fiscal resource at a time when the
finances were temporarily in deficit. He felt the force of the
reasons which induced the Secretary of State .to prohibit the
levy of these duties. Still he said that in one matter, that of the
income-tax, he had been opposed by his colleagues in India,
and in another matter, that of the export duties, he had failed
to obtain the support of his superior in England.

Sir Charles Trevelyan was succeeded in 1866 by the Eight
Honourable William Massey, who had been well known in
Parliament as the Chairman of Committees, and in literature
as the historian of the reign of George the Third. For that
year no fresh measure for raising additional taxation was
attempted. But during the next year, 1867, Massey introduced
a measure for imposing a license-tax on trades and professions,
mainly on the ground that the returns of the late income-tax
shewed what large classes of persons there were who, though
engaged in lucrative occupations, contributed little or nothing
to the revenue. The principle of the measure comprised nothing
new; as shewn in previous chapters it had been embodied
in an Act before Wilson's time, was brought forward by
Wilson himself, and reproduced by Laing. The European